Howd you getmelved it the Nivo Crcus?

Vitat e you decide tc o i st Beghton?
the

movies. | tried

B e o 1o Crcu,for 0o oo o s
seen a lot of my skiing and ski-BASE stuff and was alwiays lie, lets hook you
B e [t s th o o anc v s T o tooa [ poc e
callin the spring four king if | would

past for some of
R aoewa matt i o
area, but they were a lot less willng to work with Nitto Circus, knowing the
Stuff we do. Brighton wias very open and wiling to let us do whatever e
wante easy decision.

jumg
it bkes I the Grand Canyon.| wes on plans a ek later. | met up with

there and we al got along really well. and we've been goofing off
ver since.

R TEE T Fetrs prearing fo o s and you ealy et
what youre
BT rorow o et vord o mototad veicien m s foregno
So,ts fun

e without the experience who they can push to do stuff. Im willng to
try a little bit more here and there. Whereas, in the first season | was Ike a
deer in the headighs. | wasn't really wiling to throw my body complately to
the wind.

A5 a skier you take calculated risks. Is it really calculated when youre
Jumping a trcycle over a motor P2
No.m by uited person on the crew. | tink things through
and | ke to plan things out. They tease me about i ol the tme

ot just get on whatever it s and cross my fingers and send ft—hich is
What happens most of the time with these peopl.

Youte based out of Tahos but you rids for Alta/Snowbird?
ived In Utah for eight years and have been riding at Snowbird since | was 17
1 5pend a lot of ime there every year. Utah has the best early season skiing
in the world, with the best hike-accessed sking. I always in and out of Utah
and 1 gat lots of days at Snowbird and Ala. I's one of my favorte places to sk.

And you stil work with a Utah-based ski company, Dynastar.
Yeah, Dynastar has some skis coming out that m pumped on, 5o hopefully
well keep moving forward.

How does it work being the skier on this crew of mostly motocross guys?
s actually been really cool. At first | got a ot of crap. A lot of these peaple.
have a perception of what skiing s.'ve opened a lot of their eyes to the type
of sking we do and where skiing is and that ts not lame. Ive gained a lot of
espect from everyone for what | do and what our sport actualy . Hopsfully
people on skis. Most of the whole Nitro crew hates the cold. They all e in

i the cold ‘cause they're & bunch of sissies li that. We get a ot of requests.

Whose idea was it i
Ivo vy suggestod i W e o do' tho st season bt an out o e

The producers are based out and they ski, too, They thought it was &
e auiT o v e s o e BN RS e
there, everyone was in
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Where did you grow up?

Igrew up in Farmington, Utah. Slowly, | migrated south and now |
reside in Sandy, Utah. It's a great place! | miss Farmington from time
to time, but | miss the way it was when | was growing up ya know?

As a husband, father and professional snowboarder, do you find it
hard to balance your intensive year round travel schedule and still
spend time with your family?

It has its moments of toughness for sure! My lovely bride and | have
done pretty well in making agreements and coming with solutions
for things when the traveling seems to be real loaded down. She is a
great support and | spend almost all my time with my kids when | am
home, so it balances itself out pretty well.

How do you feel about snowboarding being pushed in the direction
of mass market and commercialization?

Itis what it is man' Having a strong feeling about it would frustrate
me I think, cause its something that one person could probably
never change. It has its good and bad points | feel. Overall, itintro-
duces more peaple to the sport so, in the end, it helps fuel the care
of snowboarding. That is goad for everyone involved | would say.

athome, so Im hoping that happens.

What exactly is a “Video Pro,
to snowboarding?

1 quess a Video Pra” is a shred that does his deal with ims and not
contests and mainstream media. I's a very Important part of 3now-
boarding, especialy far the heart and soul of the sport. It allows the
Iricks o evalve and progross to new level, cause aint o kid taking
a ik on a brand new rick Ina contest run. He s gonina learn t in
powder and practice t o the crcuit and have i diated befre it its
b run ya' knowes With flming, i’ a “go ime" atttude almost every
day.So ' really ey for pushing the sport, in my opinian.

and its importance

Do you find that it's crucial to go out and ride with no cameras
and film crews sometimes?

Itis crucial for sure! It doesn't happen as much as it should, but it is
indeed cruciall

Break down your setup. What do you ride on a pow day, park day
and street rail mission?

I ide the same Burton binding setup on everything. No forward lean,
real thin canted pads for my baseplates that sit right on my d
Burton Jeremy Jones 151 for street, and mostly, my 156 on every-
thing else. | braak out my 159 when | think I'm really gonna send it

Favorite things to do in the off-season...

Family time is the best thing ever in the off-season. Take the kids
swimming, to the park, babysit, take them to school i the fall, etc.
Iove that time of year. | also love to sit in my shed and work on my
bikes, ride them all the time, and skate with the homeys before the
Snow starts falling. We also start to wrap our brain around snow-
boarding with early sessions up at our spot and building rails and
jibs to shred.
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have dar to ould be gréat
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Your father's an orthopedic surgeon in Salt Lake City. How many of your
frionds has he operated on?

ots. He enjoys it because oung peopl hEtWalito, ge betier

ks " g a5 an orthopedie surgeon inia,

Je that want to get better, which

id 25 on othete and ey Having grown up in Sat Lake Gty what tereotypes about Utah can you

B e v ot S o e ok oy e

Hell nol I going to reach a point where m done, but Im never
R

completaly debun

Youve spent some tims i France. What is one aspect o sking in the Alps

that you would bring home to Utah

R P S e ol i acauglPtincs .
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to Utah?

school

ing and going super easy.

How did you get on “Dancing Wlﬂl the Stars?”
Afriendof minewho s anager asked if | wanted to dnan

jew last summer. | was jus rgery
S PR Gasiascs 411 ha o patid anearal i 8t Thined
went well and they were stoked. | didn't it for that season, but
they told me they wanted to get me on at some point. | thought
maybe if | made the Olympics, but this spring they reached out
to me and asked i | was interested.

What is it fike going from a celebrity in the snowboard world
(n a celebrity in pnn culture?
Hah

eally seen or felt anything new yet. | am just
doing everything e sorie normally do.

When you were a kid riding in the Midwest, did you ever
imagine that you would be where you currently are today?

Ski Utah presents Life Elevated 2009-10 ad

campaign

I had no idea. In Ohio, the snowboarding scene s only what you
see n Ohio. | was always hard on myself and it was hard keep-
i . | just had

Wha(n(hevprn]uc(sdn tf ha
Tam focusing on the whole OlympIEHl
season and after that, I'm going to t
and jump a bunch.

What advice would you give to a kid who wants to live

of a pro snowhoarder?

Just have fun. If you're good enough, they can't ignore yous-i-
am from Ohio, aLand with no mountains and somehow, | got the.
opportunity.to ride a snowibaard for a iving. Have fun ride with
friends, push ach other and-teteverything glse fallnto place.
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When youte skiing
does that change t

ally big, burly line what's the mental plan and how
ighout?

10 o, where you might go, and how you get out. t never looks the same once

jonna hit that thing, go around
that rock, then Im gonna ht that ai. Easy: Lets do this" You get up there and
youte like, “Wait, what did | say | was gonna do?” Ive learned to keep It simple

, Utah. What

Ita, Wyoming,
prompted the move to Lite Cottonwood?

SAGE: Alta, Wyoming, always had great, light snow. When | discovered that
Ala Uah e he same snow with bigger mourtains.  wss 1o brainer to
come her.Lta,in gener, gets dumped on consistnty wit rea, gt
Crow serealy s e poriepie

o at Alta?

1 of  sudden he siough s way faster and ks caugt you, an o you gota
point it,and youre going too fast. You'e adjusting the plan as you o

I there one run that stands out as your ultimate accomplishment?
‘SAGE: Last year, when we were fiming for Under The Influence and | skied that
Hotel Room line. It was one of the gnarliest Ines | ever hit. | was scared.
ot When | first dropped i, it was like, "Ok, ok, this feels good.” And then there.
ioment where it was lie “uh on lough was pullng me. | was
finally seeing the end of the run and it was exhilaration beyond belief. It was.
this moment of freedor, of accomplishment, of stress relie, of excitement
That moment—I1l never forget that.

What do you look for In a line?
SAGE: ke to ploy it th torain,Heving al the now o technology es
whatever.

T1hink a ot of thathas to do with the new technology we have In skis

What makes the Rossignol S7 such an ideal ski for you?
SAGE: I 50 versatle and its a reall frisndly ski It makes everything casy.

fohtypliig eiuighiisiss yard svay fom ny cecrsep Haing

i e ke o e oo r e o e e

What advice can you give to rookie ski bums?
SAGE: Do what you love and go to & place that can faciltate that nead. For
me. it was moving to Utah because its such a prime location. There's great
Snow. There are so many resorts around that are so easy to access. There are
a lot o options for jobs. This is the perfect location to come be @ ski bum,

n youte travelling around the world skiing, do you ever think back to
g n e dommer umming ot Alt?
ing,

washing
e, sking everydev 1 some weps hoting changec. | meved b s 3
5K every day, for the love of skiing. Nothing's changed In that aspect.

A 10 sponsor have moved to
Utah rocently. What does that mean for your skii

SHGE Y ks pariec enes o 8 o s company o b ina lace where
major This

those types of prod o of it

atum, slash a turn,

it e 843, acge e ow herds 50 mch o you con o

e ki i the morning on the grestest anow I the werld,
2 31 Gown i he fternoan and make chenges on he draning board

i i Sl D0 (DT

experience in snowboarding a
le.

in general through traveling and meeting

e e YA e Ao ot amd [V
LS tuzaa [l for yeal[avstaclimalced it [ put weyiny
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I vide Park ¢

y for their amazing park and good snow conditions. | have a blast

WITH riding there, straight up!

I wasn't able to ride PCMR before the Olympics that
year so | don't know about the changes that happened,
but I'm prety sure after that event they were able

to maintain their superpipe and their many parks in
great condition every day of the season.

If 'm not hurt 'l just go with some homeys and snowboard wherever it's good
for fun. But if | wanna shut down | could go do something totally different. Just
hang out with friends go see a movie or something...hot tubs are nice too.

's gonna get way more mainstream, which isn't all bad. (| hear Louie

Vi i doing real well on “Dancing With the Stars.”) You know, especially at
times like these, some small snowboard companies are struggling right now
and big corporate companies are starting to get more involved,

d most of my season in the States and you can pretty much fly direct into

i's super easy. Then | just pick up my truck and
‘mountains in 30 minutes.

facility in Utah?

it think it's 3wesome. We have a pretty sweet setup

P EricHoffman
- Park City, UT-
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